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Magna Imperia naſcentia, vel creſcentia, omnibus 
| populis ſunt metuenda, etiam remotis. Nec 
| enim facile antea conquieſcunt, quam omnia 
dominarint. Ttaque de impediendo eorum curſu, 
ſunt mature confilia capienda. Confaderationes 
40 alits populis inter ſe faciendæ. 
PoLys. Lib. V. 
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For an Immediate = 


WAR againſt FRANCE. 


22 A 


A, 


MBITION, fark Learned Au- 
thor, is 4 ſubtle Evil, a ſecret iſ! 
Poyſon, an occult Contagion, the of 
Artiſicer of Fraud, the Mother of qt 
Hypocriſy and Envy, the Fountain of Vices, il 
the Froth of Crimes, the Ruft of Virtue, the | 
Stain of Sanftity.: it produces Diſeaſes out of | 
Remedies, and Pain from Megicing, 


The Spirit of Ambition and Univerſal 

Monarchy was not known in the middle 
Ages of Chriſtianity ; for moſt, if not all the 

Governments then eſtabliſhed in Europe, be- 

ing of Gotbick Inſtitution, without military 


Government, few Princes form'd Deſigns of 
B that 


_ - 
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66) 
that Tendency, of which there are not any 
Inſtances in mixt Governments, where the 
Priyilege of raiſing Money is in the People. 


.  Charks V. was the firſt ho reyived chat 


petnicious Spirit, which had been dormant 
for many Ages; but I am not entering in 
this place, upon the Calamities and Miſe- 
ries which ambitious Princes have created in 


_ the World; who may be well lock d upon, 
as Scourges of Mankind: And as nothing 


can be more unjuſt, ſo nothing can be more 


tnneceflary and ridicutons, than ſuch ex- 


travagant Defigns; having no other Fogn- 
dation, than the Whimſies or Madneſs af 
turbulent and wicked Princes; of which we 


have a juft Portrait in the Life of Pyrrhus 


Wag: of . 


8 


When that ambitious Prince was medi- 


tating upon the Conqueſt of 1faly, Cineas 


his faithful Miniſter expoſtulated with him 
upon the Motives of ſo rafh and dangerous 


an Enterprize. But, ſays the King, if we 


conquer, we ſhall enjoy all the beautiful 
Women and delightful Wines of that Coun- 


try. I grant it; ſays Cineas, but does 'not 


. your 


eee. ¶ · K 
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3 

5 your Majeſty enjoy the ſame Pleaſures at 
home, without expoſing your ſelf and your 
gubjects to the Calamity of War, which is 
neither neceſſary for the Defence of your 
Dominions, or the Vindication of your 
Honour? 2556: ht WA 


We have ſeen the — Effects of 
this outrageous Spirit in our own days; 
what Cities have been burnt, what Countries 
_ ravaged and deſtroy d, how many Millions 
ſlaughter d to gratify the Ambition of Lewis 
XIV. in purſuing the Scheme of Univerſab 
Monarchy, formed by Henry IV. and after- 
wardsattemptedin theReignof hisGrandſon? 


"Fis true the Battle of Horbfted ge Wits 
Interruption to that vaſt Project, and has 
given Europe ſome Reſpite ; but the days of 
Bondage ſeem to be now drawing near, which 
we will endeavour to demonſtrate in the 


Sequel. 


In order to ſet this in a clear Light, it 
will be neceſlity to take a View of the Arts 
andContrivancesof thoſe Princes whoform'd 
Deſigns of enſlaving their Neighbours. 

| Ss The 
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The firſt Step, is to conceal their Deſigns 
by labour'd Speeches and Proteſtations, to 
prevent Alliances and Confederacies. 


The next, is to divide their Neighbours, 
as much as poſſible, as well in their Coun- 
cils at home, as in their foreign Intereſts, 
with regard to one another; and if this can 
be effected, the aſpiring Prince is in a fair 
way of ſucceeding : for thus, he will ſup- 
port the Weaker againſt the more Powerful, 
without any Regard to Right or Wrong; 
he ſupports a People againſt their Prince, 
or a Prince in deſtroying his People: In 
Governments that are of a popular Caſt, he 
creates Diviſions, playing off one Party a- 
gainſt another, till both are ruined, and fo 
render'd uncapable of giving any On 
to his Deſigns, 


There's nothing more frequent with am- 
bitious Princes than to offer their Mediation 
for accommodating any Differences that ariſe 
amongſt their Neighbours, which is the 
more dangerous, as it carries with it the 
Vail of Friendſhip and Amity. 

| f This 


This was the principal Engine of the Ro- 
mans in conquering the World, for that 
gave them an Opportunity of diſcovering 
the Weakneſs and Strength of the contend- 
ing Parties; and conſequently, the Juncture 
that was moſt favourable to attack them. 


There's another Maxim very obſervable 
in the Conduct of aſpiring Monarchs; that 


is, never to make Peace, without extreme 


5 Neceſſity, nor to obſerve it any longer than 
while it is advantageous. 


The Reaſon of this is very obvious; for the 
End they propoſe to themſelves being found- 
ed in Violence, Rapine and Injuſtice, they 
can have no other View, either in Peace or 
War, but to obtain it. 


Now let us examine whether France has 
not, for above a Century, pu rſued the fatae 
Meaſures, of which I will give the Reader 


a few Examples, 


That the Calamities of theſe Kingdoms 


in the Civil War of 1641, were owing to- 
French 


"wr 


(30) 
French Politicks and French Lewis-dors, or, 
as a certain Author expreſſes it, a la Finance 
& a lx Fineſſe; is a Truth, which I am per- 
faaded will meet with no Oppofition: there 
the People were animated againſt Heir 
Prince, and the Prinee at the fame time 
cajpled with a thouſand: Proteſtations and 
Promiſes, 


There \ was another Attempt of the ſame 
Tendency in the ſuceeeding Reign, upon 
Montagu's diſcovering. the Bargain with 
France, for the Penſion to be pars to our 
Monarch, | 


There are, J believe, ſome now living;. 
that remember the Intrigues of the French 
Miniſter at that time, for animating the 
Houſe of Commons againſt- the Court: and 
it has been even ſuſpected, that Charles IT. 
was poiſen'd: to rhake way for Freud Fo- | 
'.ticks, 


But let u us now conſider the i 
of France in our own Times. If the Car- 
dinal may be believed, he breathes nothing 
but the Peace and 'Franquillity of Europe; 
1 and 


(a). 
and at the fame time, we hear of nothing 


but numerous Fleets and Troops — 


on all fides, 


As to the Mediations of F we may 
ſay, they were never ſo extenſive as for ſaine 
years paſt. Tbe War between the Turks 
and Germans, the Turks and Ruffiars, was 
terminatod by a French Mediation: If the 
Genoeſe are at Variance with their own Sub- 
jects, France is the Arbitratrix; if there are 


little Squabbles amongſt the Burghers of Ge- 


neva, French Troops are the Mediators; as 
they are between the Biſhop of Porentru 
and his Subjects. 8 


0 an d the Mediation of the 
Diſputes about the Dutchies of Juliers and 
Bergues ; and 'tis well known, ſhe conducts 
the Affairs of Sweden, and is now making 
vigorous Efforts to direct thoſe of Ruſſia: 
and I doubt not, but we ſhall ſoon hear of 
her Mediating between the King of 1 
and the * af Liege. | 


Great Bes Has, lee. acted a -wiſe 
part in refuſing the kind Offers of France, 


_ . . 
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for compoſing our Differences with Spain; 


for had they been accepted, we muſt have 


continued in a State of Indolence, till the 


Blow was guns 


There s another Leſſon very neceſſary for 
a Prince that has the Dominion of the World 
in his Eye, that is, to forge or ſet up ſome 
Pretenſions to the Country he propoſes to 
conquer; ſince nothing facilitates the worſt 
of Deſigns more than a Shadow of Right. 


The Great Richlieu was ſo ſenſible of 
this, that he thought it highly neceſſary to- 
wards obtaining Univerſal Monarchy for the 
Houſe of Bourbon, to publiſh her Pretenſion 


to moſt of the States and ** of 


Europe. 


M. Caſſan was the Author employ'd by 
the Cardinal for that Performance; and if 
Credit may be given to his Aſſertions, the beſt 
Part of Europe muſt be the Inheritance of 


his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, by Proximity 


of Blood, Compact or Conqueſt: And the 
Cardinal was ſo highly pleaſed with the 
Work, that he made the Author a Preſent 

| of 


(13 
of ſixteen thouſand Livres; and ſent the 
French Generals to execute with the Sword, 


what M. Caſſan had delineated: with the 
Pen. „ 3 


Several Authors were employed by the 


French Miniſtry, before the War of 1672, 
to carve out Pretenſions to the Low Countries; 
and ſome Part of the Palatinate ; for at that 


time, Lewis XIV. breathed nothing leſs than 
the Sovereignty of Europe, and by way of 
a Prelude, he aſſumed new and pompous 
Titles, as the Grand Monarque, the Immor- 
tal Man, Emperor of the Francs, &c, 


About that time M. Ribiere was likewiſe 
ſet to work, to make out the Title of France 
to Great Britain; and tho' nothing can be 
more groundleſs or imaginary, it muſt, how- 


ever, be granted, that powerful Princes ne- 


ver fail of ſupplying the Defect of Right 


with the Weight of their Arms; an invincible 


Argument with Princes, . to that 


) 


of the Poet; 


— 7 gain bis Rights, 
Nat at the * but with vis Arms he fights. 


C | It 


* 


(14) 


It might, indeed, be thought very | ſur- 


Prizing, that Lewis XIV. ſhould ſet up a 
Title to the Dominions of a Prince allied to 


him by the ſtrongeſt Ties of Blood and 


"55 riendſhip: But the Ambitious and Avari- 


cious give no Quarter, they devour every 
thing that falls in their way, without diſ- 
tinction. This Conduct of France towards 


_ Charks II. will, however, be attended with 


this Advantage, that it will, probably, ren- 


der other Princes more jealous of the De- 


ſigns of France; for if that Crown form'd 
Schemes for invading the Dominions of 


Charles II. who was firſt Couſin to Lewis XIV, 
and in Amity with him, what Favour can 


any Prince expect from a French Monarch 
that has no Pretenſion to his Favour ? 


For theſe Reaſons, I thought it neceſſary 
to exhibit the Pretenſions of the Houſe of 
Bourbon, in order to rouze Engliſhmen out 
of the amazing Indolence, or rather, Stu- 
pidity, that has ſeized them, whilſt that 
Houſe is making ſuch large Strides to Uni- 


verſal Monarchy, and when the bare Co- 
lour 


i I_—” I = Fon? Ce 


— 


1 
lour of Right will be ſufficient, when 'is 
"Oe 0 formidable Armies. 


* King of Englond having we de- 
poſed for his Tyranny and Enormities, the 
Barons and other Grandees of the Kingdom 
invited Lewis the Dung, Son to Philip Au- 
guſtus, King of France, to take the Crown 
upon him; upon which, LEWIS came to 


England, and was crowned with Solemnity, 


the Lords and Commons ſwearing Allegiance 
to him. | | 


But John being ſome time afterwards re- 
conciled to the Pope, Excommunications 
were thunder'd againſt the French, if they 
did not withdraw out of the Kingdom in 


three days; upon which Lewis and his 


Countrymen thought it convenient to return 
home : proteſting, however, againſt obus 
Title, and the Pope's Excommunication. 
It is true, Lewis made no Attempts after- 
wards to recover the Crown of England, 
but he bequeathed his Right, ſuch as it was, 
to his Succeſſors, who are very careful not 


| to forget it; ſince it is aſſerted, (according 


to an Author of our Country) by every 
C 2 French 


* 
3 


7 ( 16 ) | 
French King at his Coronation, in theſe 
Words; 1 will never relinquiſh the Scepter 
f the Ancient Saxons, Mercians, and ather 
Princes 1 baue n in England. 


| - Francs had: Repulena! in dis Eye, long be- 
fore the Reign of Charles II. M. Coftillon, - 
who was Embaſſador here from Francis I. 
was charged with the Deſign concerted in 
the French Cabinet for conquering England, 
which in his Opinion could not be effected 
without the Aftiſtance of Spain, then at War 
with France. I would adviſe your Ma- 
* jeſty (lays he) to quit other Deſigns, and 
to agree with Spain, and to give this 
© Kingdom (meaning England) in Prey, 
* which may be effected with more Facility 
* and leſs Expence, than the taking of 
Calais; divide England between yon, and 
© let each take thoſe Parts moſt gommo- 
© dious for him.” | 


e pretenſione of . to Scotland 
are founded upon the Marriage of Fran- 
cis II. to Mary Queen of Scots; and tho 
there was no Iſſue of the Marriage, nor in- 


deed Sid they eyer obtain the matrimonial 
| Crown, 


(7 ) 
Crown, yet it is a Maxim in France, That 
nothing cen extinguiſh the Right of the Crown 
to any Dominions it once poſſeſs'd, 


Beſides theſe Pretenſions, it muſt be ob- 
ſerved, the preſent King of France is nearly 


related to the Royal Houſe of the Stuarts 
by. his Grandmother, the Conſort: of the 


late King of Sardinia ; that Princeſs being 
the Daughter of Henrietta Maria, Wife of 


Philip Duke of Orleans, and Daughter to 
King Charhks I. So that ſetting aſide the 


Pretenſions of the Chevalier de St. George, 
and the King of Sardinia and their Families, 


the preſent French Monarch is next of Blood 


to'the Crown'of England, according to the 
Notions of Hereditary Right. 


i SPI what we had to offer 


with regard to the Pretenſions of France to 


Great Britain, we will 1 now proceed to 


| thoſe of * 


niards, by Marriage- Contract with Philip II. 


agreed that - he. ſhould poſſeſs England in | 


"INE in caſe he ſurvived her. „ it the 


ſame 


* 


(18) 


fame Contract, there was a reciprocal Pro- 


viſion in favour of the Queen, as to the 
Crown of Spain, i in caſe of the like Con- 


| tingency. 


This Contract, - calle the Contract 5 72 
nion of England and Spain, ſtruck Terror a- 
mongſt all the Princes of Europe. | 


Theſe are Poo 8 of the Houſe f 


of Bourbon to Great Britain; and though 


it cannot be denied but France, in the Me- 


mory of Man, ſeized upon ſeveral Territo- 


ries, upon more groundleſs Pretexts; parti- 
cularly, the County of Burgundy, known 


by the Name of Franche Comte: And there 


they may ſeem trivial to ſome, yet, I believe, 


is no room to doubt, but that Houſe will - 
always purſue their Pretenſions, whenever 


they are powerful enough to ſupport them. 


But there is nothing that points out to us 


the dangerous Schemes of the Houſe of 


Bourbon, with more Perſpicuity, than the 
Emperor's Memorial, which was delivered 


to the Miniſters of the Maritime Powers at 
the Hague, in 1733, when his Imperial Ma- 


OR 


Ty yoo TE 


(9 


jeſty was engaged in a War againſt that 


Houſe. And as it ought to be in the Hands 
of every Engliſhman, in regard it gives us a 


clear View of the Deſigns of France and 


Spain, for deſtroying the Liberties of Eu- 
rope, we have, for that reaſon, thought it 
neceſſary to give the Reader the following 
Extract of that excellent Piece. 


The Emperor is well pleaſed that a 
perfect Union is eſtabliſhed between his 
© Britannick Majeſty and the States Gene- 
ral; as it has, in former Times, ſo much 
contributed to the Preſervation of the Ba- 
* lance. of Power in Europe, his Imperial 
© Majeſty cannot doubt, but it. will ſerve. 
« for the ſame ſalutary End, in a Conjunc- 
ture ſo critical as the preſent : The Pre- 
© ſervation of that Balance is the only Ob- 
© ject of all his Wiſhes, of all his Applica- 


tion, and of the extraordinary Efforts he 


makes to prevent, if poſſible, his falling 
© under a Weight, which, for nine Months, 
© he has born in a manner fingle ; he has 
given but too evident Proofs of his Mo- 
© deration, and his extenſive Love for Peace. 


< How- 


8 However great the Evil may b 
© have from thence come upon him; and 
tho every thing he foretold in relation to 


© the fatal Conſequenees of thoſe Sacrifices 
« he prevailed with himſelf to make, has 
been too much verified by the Events; 

yet he does not regret his pacifick Incli- 
nations: He ſtill perſiſts in them, and is 


H 


KH 


* 


ſtabliſhed by the moſt ſolemn Treaties, are 
_ always diſturbing their Neighbours, and 
* eager, by all Contrivances, to _—_— 
* themſelves more and more. 


* 


All Europe knows, * at a time when 
* the Emperor was engaged in the Defence 
* of Chriſtendom, againſt the Turk, in the 
© Year 1717, Spain took hold of that Op- 
© partunity to attack him; he was then in a 
good State of Defence, and the Union be- 
© tween. the two Branches of ' the Houſe of 
© Bourbon did not, at that time, ſeem ſo ter- 
rible, as at preſent it manifeſtly appears to 
* be, as the Emperor was then ſupported by 
© Great Britain, He, nevertheleſs, gave way 
TCA RS © to 


very far from imitating thoſe, who, never 
content with the State of Things, as e- 


ov * W - an 


"4 21 1. 
to the Inſtances made to bim, for re- eſta⸗ 
bliſhing the Peace of Europe; he conſented, 
that, as a kind of Reward for the unjuſt 


Attack made upon him, the Dominions 


of. Tuſcany and Parma, ſhould be ſettled 


© upon a Branch of the Houſe of Blurbon. 


6 
* 
N 
t 


This laſt Article gave him more Concern 
than all the reſt; not that he had any De- 
ſign to unite thoſe Countries with thoſe he 
had already poſſeſſed, but becaufe he fore- 
ſaw, that as ſoon as the two Branches 
of the Houſe of Bourbon ſhould be u- 
nited amongſt themſelves, - that Addi- 
tion of Power would facilitate the Means 
of deſtroying. the Peace of Europe, and 
opptefling its Liberties, whilſt, at the 
ſame time, it would be an Obſtacle to 
his Imperial Majeſty's employing his 
Forces, in aſſiſting to preſerve the one, of 
the other. 


© His Imperial Maſeſty latter d bimſelt 
with having ſatisfied every Defire of the 


Queen of Spain; but it happen'd quite 
otherways: The Miniſters of that Crown 


employed themſelves in creating freſh Dif- 


a  ficulties, one after another ; and the more 


7 1 


93 
bis Britannick Majeſty laboured in em- 
ploying his good Offices for ending all 
Diſputes, for the Advantage of Don Car- 
los, the more buſy were they in taking 
occaſion from thence to inſinuate at the 
Imperial Court, that the Emperor would 
. find his Account more, in uniting with the 
© Houle of Bourbon, than in the Guaranties 
© of the Maritime Powers; that without 
< ſuch an Union, they would keep his Tra- 
© ian Dominions in continual Fears, and 
* that they would take ſpecial Care to 
© CHUSE the moſt convenient Time for giv- 
ing the Brow, when it ſhould not be in 
© the Power of his Imperial Majeſty's Al- 
lies to make good thoſe Engagements up- 
Jon which he ſo much depended. 


- A Ka We. A 


oo 


A 


© While the Court of Spain made uſe of 

« theſe Artifices without Succeſs, that of 
France purſued a Method ſomething dif- 
* ferent, but tending to the ſame End ; ſhe 
© loſt no Opportunity of diſuniting and 
2 ſowing Diſcord amongſt thoſe who ſhould 
. always join in the Defence of the Liber- 
* ties of Europe; ſhe moved Heaven and 
5 * the Order of rer 
* which 


A „ A ” A 


fon) 
6 which had been eſtabliſhed in the Houſe 
of Auſtria; ſhe flatter'd all thoſe who had 


an Eye towards appropriating to them- 


© ſelves any Part of the Territories of the 
© Houſe of Auſtria, 


Long before the Death of the late King 


of Poland, the Dutchy of Milan was of- 
fer'd to the King of Sardinia, the King- 


« doms of Naples and Sicily to Don Carlos, 
© and the reſt of the Emperor s Hereditary 
Countries were canton'd out ſeveral Ways, 
c according as the Miniſters and Emiſfaries 
'of France found it proper for their Pur- 


A 


0 poſes, 1 


For perfecting their Plan, and render- 
ing uſeleſs thoſe Obſtacles, which the Em- 
peror had, with great Earneſtneſs, endea- 
voured to throw in the Way of ſuch per- 
nicious Deſigns, it was neceſſary to con- 
ceal their Schemes, or, at leaſt, to take 
care that they ſhould not be believed, in 
caſe of Diſcovery, by thoſe who. were e- 
qually concerned in preſerving the Tran. 


© quillity of Europe, and fwpporting 22 


D 2 | © Ba 


n 24 ) 

Balance of Power; to this they applied 
themſelves in a ſingular 1 manner, and not 
without Succeſs. - 


"0 N 


* Amongſt thoſe who have often experi- 
enced how dangerous it is to truſt to the 
Profeſſians of France, the Emperor would 
do Injuſtice to the Penetration of his Bri- 
tannick Majeſty, and to the Wiſdom and 
Foreſight of the States General, if he 
ſhould apprehend that ſuch Artifices could 
© make any Impreſſion upon their Minds. 

The Views of France become every Day 
more and more manifeſt; it is known to 
* all Europe, that the Troubles with which 
* it has been agitated for. ſo many Years, 

are originally owing to the Ambition of 
the Queen of Spain, and to her impetuous 
Deſire of «ggrapdizing 128 Cyldrep, at 
N any rate. 


„ „ * 8 8 


A 


+ 


- 
- 


x C That the Emperor has ne- 
ver been deceived in what he has foreſeen 
or foretold, with reſpe& to the Conſe- 
; quences of the Increaſe of Power in the 
Houſe of Bourbon ; at preſent he foreſees 
Conſequences more fatal, and nearer than 


+ he 


2 


ſom 


(25) 
he has yet foreſeen ; he deſires to Prevent 
them; all his Views are bounded, in being 
able to employ his Forces for the Preſer- 
vation of his own Territories, thoſe of the 
Empire, and the Repoſe of others; the 


from thence will accrue to his Allies, 
from whom he will be always inſepa- 
rable : It depends entirely upon them To 


BREAK- THosE BoN DS with which all 
Europe 7s threatned by the Houſe of Bour- 


i oY As .. SY So  \ 


„ bon:* 


This excellent Remonſtrance requires no 
Commentary ; Time. has now diſcovered, 
that his Imperial Majeſty's Apprehenfions 
were but too well founded, How fatal 
then was the Advice of thoſe who would 
give no Ear to his repeated Inſtances for 
Succour, at that critical Juncture? His 
Imperial Majeſty foreſaw that, without the 


Aſſiſtance of the Maritime Powers, he muſt 


fall a Sacrifice to the Houſe of Bourbon, 
and be difabled, for the future, from con- 
tributing towards the Preſervation of the 
Liberties of Europe. But it was not then 


thought prudent for Great Britain to en- 


gage 


greateſt Part of the Advantage ariſing 


. 
! 
x 
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and ſhe preferring a Neutrality, the Empe- 
ror became a Victim, and France, by the 


Acceſſion of Lorrain to her Domin ions, ac- 
quired a farther Degree of Strength, which, 


in Time, may enable her to preſcribe Laws 
to the other Powers of Europe, without a 
ſpecial Providence. The Event of this 


Peace, more ignominious to the reſt of Eu- 


rope than to the Emperor, whoſe Generals 


performed Wonders, likewiſe. pull'd off the 


| Maſk from the French Government, and 
convinced the World, that the Quarrel of 
Staniſlaus was no better than a Blind to the 
Ambition of France ; and that Lorrain was 
the true Aim of all the Profuſion of Gold 
and Promiſes which ſhe had laviſhed in he 
Poliſh Elections. 


To cannot, on this Occaſion, paſs over in 
Silence the Wiſdom and Sagacity of the 
Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen, in 
complimenting his Majeſty for preſerving the 
Trangquillity of bis Kingdoms, whilſt cruel 
Wars were raging. in ſeveral other Parts of 
ere 


Now, 


gage in his RE. without Holland 5 
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Now, the only Queſtion to be Aiſcuſſed, 


is, Whether any Meaſures can be taken to 


preſerve the Ballance of Power, againſt the 


Houſe of Bourbon, or, to uſe his Imperial 


Majeſty's Expreſſions, to break thoſe Bonds 
with which all Europe is rn: ? 


That there cannot be even a diſtant Pre. 


ſpe& of ſucceeding in ſuch a Deſign, with- 


out a Confederacy, will admit of no Con- 
troverſy, nor is it reaſonable to expect, that 
any Potentate in Europe will have Reſolution 
enough to engage in it, till the Maritime 
Powers make ſome Overtures for that End ; 
and perhaps this is the laſt Opportunity that 
will ever offer. 


This is but too probable, if we reflect on 


the general Situation of Affairs on the Con- 
tinent. The Emperor, by a long Train 
of unſucceſsful Meaſures. and unfortunate 
Campaigns, is reduced to the loweſt Ebb; 
and it would be equally raſh and im- 


politick, ſhould he venture alone to make 


head againſt the growing Power of France. 
The King of Pruſſia, whom we lately flat- 
ter'd ourſelves would be a firm Friend to 
Britain, 


(28) 

Britain, ſeems all of a ſudden to habe 
ſtruck. into a new Scheme of Politicks ; 

and tho' he is too inconſiderable, ſingly, to 


effect any thing againſt France, yet as his 


Alliance is uſeful, tis abſolutely neceſſary 
that his Sentiments-ſhould be known, eſpe- 
cially as it is yet uncertain under, what In- 
fluence his Councils are. This is the more 
neceſſary, as no body knows but that, 'in 
order to make him eaſy, France may give 


up the Intereſts of the Prince of Sultz-. 


bach, and agree to his Claim of Juliers and 
Bergues, Sweden is entirely under the In- 
fluence, depending upon the Subſidies, and 
directed by the Councils of France; there- 
fore we can expect nothing from her, but that 
ſhe will affiſt her Projects. The late Diffe- 


rences betwixt the Danes and the Dutch give 


us but an unpromiſing Proſpect of that 
Prince's For wardneſs to be the firſt to em- 
brace a Scheme for reducing the natural he- 
reditary Enemy of the Maritime Powers. 
The Princes of the Empire are too intent 
upon their ſeveral Intereſts, too watchful of 
the great Event of the Imperial Succeſſion, 
and each too full of thoſe Hopes of Aſſiſ- 


tance from France, which ſhe knows how 
L | = +7256; opal 
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well how to beſtow, for them to do any 
thing of fa publick-ſpirited a Nature, as 
to reduce her avergrown Power. 


Ruffa is the only Power that ſeems to be 
moſt independent; but we can promiſe 
little from her Alliance, while fetter'd by the 
intricate Knot of an unjuſt Confederacy, 
which France has found the means of ne- 
gotiating betwixt the Porte and the Swedes z 
by which Rufſſia, upon: the leaſt Diverſion 
of her Arms, ſtands expoſed to be attacked 
by both. | 


Yet notwithſtanding all theſe Embaraff- 
ments, if the Maritime Powers of Europe 
would ſet the Example, and take off the 
Edge of her Force, we have little room to 
4 but that the other Powers would 
ſoon cloſe in with the Opportunity of 
breaking their own Fetters; for the only 
Reaſon why they depend upon France, is 
Fear. Were this Fear removed, they would 
then be glad of an Opportunity of aſſert- 
ing their Independency ; for it could then 
be no longer dangerous, 


E | 


(630) 


5 Orent Britain is already a in a 
War againſt Spain, let us now examine, 

whether we have juſtifiable Motives for a 
War with France. | 


| 


* The beſt of all the Reman Hiſtorians 
declares, That Ambition is an old and a ſu of- 
ficient Incentive to War. Then, I believe, it 
muſt be acknowledged, that all Europe has 
the ſtrongeſt Reaſons for declaring War a- 
gainſt the Houſe of Bourbon, fince they 
give us the cleareſt Indications of their De- 
fign to enſlave it. | 


16 Affording Succours to an Enemy is an 
undiſputed Reaſon for War. That France 
has ſuccoured Spain in this, will require no 
other Proof than the Declarations of her 
Miniſters, that the French Fleets were ſent 
to America, to protect the Dominions of 
that Crown from any Attempts of the Eng- 
Iiſb; and at the fame time they would per- 
ſuade us, of their Intentions to preſerve a 
Neutrality. 


| But 
® Ambitio yna & vetus cauſa bellandi eſt. Sal. a 


* 
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But this ſeems to be a mere Farce, and 
„one would imagine, that the French had as 
1 contemptible an Idea of our Underſtanding, 


as of our Strength ; for I cannot conceive 
how they propoſe to obſerve a Neutrality, 
8 whilſt they aſſiſt an open Enemy: This 


« ſeems to be a new Figure in the Art of 
t | Reaſoning, as abſurd as it is ridiculous. - 

5 There is ſtill, a more glaring Motive for 
y a Quarrel with France, in repairing the 
= Fortifications of Dunkirk, contrary to an 


expreſs Article in the Treaty of Utrecht. 


Fa Since France, then, has given us noto- 
Fo rious Motives for War, the next Queſtion 
4 to be diſcuſſed is, Whether this is a m_ 
er | Seaſon? | 


of | But this will not admit of much Reaſon- 
ing, for as that Crown is every day encreaſ- 
r- | ing her Naval Power, and making her laſt 
a | Efforts to amuſe the Princes of Europe into 
a falſe Security, every Moment is a Loſs to 
us, that is not employ'd in making uſe of 
ut | our preſent —y at Sea; and I be- 
FF lieve 


| A 
lieve it will not be denied, but our Supine- 
neſs in revenging the Spaniſb Depredations, 


has been attended with the worſt of Conſe- 


quences; for had we declared War againſt 
that Nation, before the Acceſſion of Don 
Carlas to Naples and Sicily, and before the 
ſtrict Alliances which are now ſubſiſting be- 
tween the ſeveral Branches of the Houſe of 
Bourbon and the other Potentates of Europe, 
there is the ſtrongeſt Reaſons to believe, we 
* had not only prevented the preſent War, but 
likewiſe faved the Houſe of Auſtria. 


The great Scarcity of Corn in France is 
another Incentive for declaring ; for if ſhe 
cannot maintain her Armies, tis highly pro- 
bable ſhe will think it prudent to make 
Conceſſions which could not be otherwiſe 


expected. 


| Let us improve, then, the preſent Diſpo- 
ſition of the Nation; let us give Europe a 
glorious Example, to break through all Dif- 
ficulties to fave her Liberties; let us take 
Advantage of the good Inclinations of the 


— of Rupee . to check the exorbitant 
| Power 


Tas) "I 
Power of the Houſe of Bourbon, that Princeſs 
being. a faithful and Nn Ally. | 


When Great Britain declares, we have 


the ſtrongeſt Motives to conclude, ſeveral 


other Princes and States who are now alarm- 
ed with the Apprehenſions of the Power of 
France, will enter the Liſts : But ſhould: 
Great Britain acquieſce with her Wrongs, 
no other Power in Europe will have Reſo- 
lution enough to take any vigorous Meaſures 
againſt the Houſe of Bourbon; the Conſe- 
quences of which muſt be, that they will all 
become Sacrifices, one after another ; and 
thoſe who remain Neuters, whether Prote- 
ſtant or Popiſh, will have no other Favour, 
but what was granted to Ulyſſes and his Com- 
panions; the laſt to be devoured. 


P I u I S 


fs 


* 


— 


_ * 
6—— — . ũͤ— and 


— A 


